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priest acting as a central inspector, with the help of chaplains of
the Militia, Christian doctrine and morals were to be taught
according to Roman Catholic practice.
The Balilla and Avanguardisti were grouped in the following
way. Eleven children and one squadron-leader constituted the
smallest unit, the squadron; three squadrons formed a manipolo
(a 'handful'), three manipoli a centuria, three centurie a troop,
three and sometimes four or five troops one legion. The Avan-
guardisti were commanded by officers of the Fascist Militia, on
appointment by the General Commander. The Balilla were
under the orders of Fascist teachers; preference being given to
those teachers who were officers in the Militia.
Towards the end of 1930 a new organization was created for
boys between eighteen and twenty-one years of age: the Fasci
Giovanili di Combattimento. Unlike the O.N.B., the Fasci
Giovanili were not controlled by the Ministry of National Educa-
tion, but by the Fascist Party. The Fasci Giovanili had as their
members all the Avanguardisti above eighteen and all those
young people who had never entered the O.N.B. and had decided
to join the Fascist formations after that age. The aim of this
new organization was mainly political; while the 'O.N.B.' gave
training of a physical and military character, supplemented only
by a spiritual education, and proposed to transform the boy into
a ' soldier' of the Fascist cause, the Fasci Giovanili had to prepare
the youths to became members of the Party, the politicians of the
future. Little more than one year after their creation, the Fasci
Giovanili were partly re-formed. Their military character be-
came fundamental, not so much in regard to the activities of the
members as to the hierarchical organization. The Fascist Party,
which had been kept free from all regimentation into squadrons
with their officers and other ranks, had now, in the Fasci
Giovanili, its reserve of soldiers. Apart from the regimentation,
however, they did not have much of the army about them: their
activities were mostly sports and physical training, reviews on
important national occasions, and spasmodic lectures on political
problems. Soon some reparti celeri were formed, in which
physical training had a fundamental part, and the military aims
were much more apparent; a kind of' storm troops5 was intended
to be the result of these sectional activities; and Mussolini's wish
to have as many * swift battalions' as possible brought about the
transformation of all the Fasci Giovanili into Reparti celeri. In
this way, the Fascist tradition of the squadre d'azione, for internal
war, and the pre-Fascist tradition of the Arditi would be kept
perpetually alive. On the other hand, other activities of a more
intellectual character, such as theatrical and cinema performances,